HERD SYSTEMS

Johne’s testing: a small

investment with big benefits

= If you plan on building a healthy, productive
herd, implement a sound biosecurity program.

by JoDee Satiler

At Selz-Pralle Dairy of Humbird, Wisconsin,
a vear's worth of Johne's testing cost the busi-
ness less than what chey spent on one consign-
ment sale IJI.II.TJ:I:!H. And, that Pur-r]:l:lmj Aani-
mal came back positive with Johne's Disease.

“We imvested 51,900 in Johne's testing dur-
ing 2000 for our 400-cow herd,” Pam Selz
Pralle explained. “Of three consignment sale
purchases, two turned clinical with Johne's -
cosling us £6,900." She noted that the Wiscon-
SIn Dl.'].'l:"t ment af Agri.-l:ultu re, Trade and
Consumer Protection now offers a rebate pro-
gram to offset Johne's testing costs when vou
state certify your hend.

"That 31,900 in testing cests is the same
walue as a s-prh:gln:_a heifer and her calf,™ Selz-
Pralle continued. “W%e're wi]li.ng_ L give the
value of one heiler and her calf 1o potentially
protect many athers in our herd,” That 51,900
does not inchude loss in (uture milk produc-
tion, purchasing another replacement and che
intangible cost of potentially contaminating
other animals.

Selz-Fralle continued, " We view Johne's vest-

ing as yet another management teol. It an-
SWers our primary guestions we pose to all
cechnelogies.”

WoRKING WITH JoHNE"S

The Selz-Pralle team vests all cows for Johne's
at dry off “It's a convenient tme and aids in de-
termining calostrum infection,” said Pralle,
Should a positive result, the cow is retested
[.rr.iu:r (] .I-rcﬂ:ln.‘:l:llng.

"Exp:ri.um:-:.i 1% a guud teacher,”™ Pralle ex-
plained. Three calves were borm receiving pre-
sumed high quality colostrum from a mature
cow. Unfortunately, that was a purchased cow
which later tested high positive for Johne's. Her
call and one other born that day now est low
positive for Johne's. It was either manure con-
tamination or the colestrum. “When those
calves were born, we never thought of having
Johne's. Others had 6. We assumed we were
clean, because we never diagnosed one. We were
wmn:_aﬂ" Pralle stated. Now, ani-
mals testing any form of positive
at dey off are retested. If again
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A key member of their management ream, Die, Al Harmening cowtinely visics wich Seore Pralle
regarding herd health status and recommended pracrices.
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Selz-Pralle Dairy
considers any technology
or practice that will:

= Increase milk production

» Decrease cost of production

w Increase efficiency

s Beduce replacement costs

= Increase value of cattle

= Improve herd healeh



positive, a fecal tese is run. Any animal soll tese-
ing positive for Johmne's dons a spray paimted "
on her rump and head.

Tadday, the 420-cow herd has six Johne's-pasi-
tive animals - Four are |.'-un:|.1ased animals,
Though a small sample, summarizing Johne's
vesting history at Sele-Pralle Dairy has some in-
peresting footnotes. OF 22 animals pesting posi-
tive, 17 were purchased. The 266 animals pur-
chased from owo herds averaged a 5% infection
rate, with two becoming clinical.

In ]'l:.ndlln_g juhnu's-pu::ili.\-u animals, the
Pralles strictly manage those cows. The mater-
nity pen is thoroughly cleaned - a standard op-
erating procedure - after their departure. That
pen remaing empey for ac least one day before
the nexe prefresh cow enters. Johne's-positive
cows” colostrum is dumpcd. Calves barm from
Johne's-positive dams receive colostrum from
an older herdmate that has consistently tested
Johne's-negative.

I addivion, the Pralles take this health stas
into consideration as part of the CI.I.“i.TJE hierar-
chit. "We use Johne's results as a "guide’,” Pralle
naostecd. “We also consider other factors, such as
somatic cell count amd abalivy to breed back.”

Being a high profile registered Holstein herd,
the Pralles admit that the decision to test or net
o test for Johne's was not an easy ene. "We just
dicn'e want e COmpromise aur base herd or
our image,” gaid Sele-Pralle. “Plus, we wanted
o maintain our herd’s high milk production
level.” Sele-Pralle Diairy has a rolling herd aver-
age of 28,244 pounds of milk, 1,000 pounds of
fat ancd B44 |.'-|.1|.L'r.|rls af prodfein. T|.1-:].' coc luded
there was too much at risk to not tese

Selz-Pralle moted they've heard mived reac-
tiams about their willingness to test for Johne's
and make those results known, Selling numer-
ous service sires, they advertise their bulls as
Johne's-negative (the bulls” dams tested nega-
tive). The Pralles cull any bulls barn from a
Johnes-positive dam. “Mow we see others mar-
keting bulls as Johnes-negative. This is a posi-
tive step for the industry in managing Johne’s.”

She continued, “There’s a subtle demand for
biosecure animals. Via word of mouth or read-
ing articles, we've had dairy producers call
from southwestern states, the Dakotas and
agents representing foreign interests imguiring
about replacements and bulls from a tested,
biosecure farm, That tums Johne's testing into
real dallars.™

Is testing necessary? "We need to pose the
question to dairy producers whe don't think
they need to test, "“Will you be a better manager
kEnowing the infection status of your hend?
That =.|.1|.'-|.i.-:: {5 Eur:.-i.['l.i.ng.," Selz-Pralle com-

April F001

mented. Johne's 5 just one venue of mfection
that can eat away at cur profitabilicy. We need
Lo manage all hidden ']Jruﬁl stealers.” blargins
are too small 1o let the ‘unknown' steal easy

profis.”

Bevosn JoHwE's

Even though Johnes testing is an incegral
parct of the Sele-Pralle biosecurity plan, it in-
cludes several other components. Before they
buy a cow or hend of cows, Pralles run a bulk
tank test. “We expect fero mycoplasma; other-
wise, we won't bup,” Pralle stated. They require
three negative mycoplasma bulk tank tese re-
sulis,

“If we find low enmvironmental mastivis
through bulk tank testing, it's okay to buy the
cows,” Fralle noted. “Through management -
such as keeping manure out of the milking sys-
tem or fixing a parler clamp that's not werking
- you can wsually overcome environmental
mastitis problems.” However, they refuse to buy
high 3CC cows and/or these with highly conta-
gious infections.

For PI-BVD {persistently imfected BVD), the
Pralles test all animals and adbere o a strict
vaccination program. Thus far, they haven't
culled any positives. What l.|.1:].- can do is sell
verified megative cattle to custemers,

“Wark with your veterinarian to develop a
vaccination and testing program that's right
for At and vour dairy herd,” Pralle recom-

Taking a proactive
apprioach o disease
pm:n‘l:inn. Scoitt
Pralle amd Pam Selz-
Pralle follow a
Wit Iosecuriny
plan for their home
hierd and purchased

animals.

FYT

= To learn more
abaar the Wisconsin
Reimburseneent of
Johne's Tesring
Costs, pequesca
copy of the Emers
gency Rule from
Robert Ehlenfeldr
of the Wisconsin
Deparmment of Agri-
culrire, Teade and
Consumer Procec-
thoa at robert.
ehlenfeld rédarop.
STACE . Wi.is.

n D Al Harmening
of Grassland Veneri.
nary Services may
be reached ar F18-
238-ToH6.
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mended. When new animals arrive,
thev give booster vaccinations - [5,
Masalgen®, Bovi-Shield™ {(for open fe-
males or bred more than seven
maonths} or CattleMasier® (for those
bred one dav o seven months). Dy
cows receive Scourliuard 3% (K.

UnLiziwc A CompaTiBLe VET

Until 1998, Pralles uilized a mon
traditional veterinarian - one that fo-
cused more on herd health checks and
ereating sick animals. Today's modern
dairies require mone proactive prace
tices and herd health analysis,

"Your herd health program is only
as good as your veterinarian,” Pralle
stated. "Consequently, vou need a ver
that is compatible with where vou'ne
going. Look at your vet as a consuli-
ant. Make sure he (shej challenges vou
and your management level.”

When Pralles starced Exp:n.ding_
their herd, I!h-:].' realized their veteri-
narian dicdn’t pmvidu several services,
such as milk testing, quick lab testing,
vaccination protocels and decailed
herd health monitoring, that chey
needed. *It was a 1.qu|.1 decision Lo
change veterinarians,” Selz-Pralle
commented. *"Our previcus vet was
coonomical and devated o the herd.
But, we needed more.”

She continued, “Our current vet is
pro vaccination.” In bess than a year
alter .'mlllc]'llng_ yelernarians, L['LE:.-' 5w
improved performance in corpora
lutea guality, conception rate, call
health anad call’ mortalivy. “We saw im-
provement visually and on paper.”

Selz-Pralle stated, “Today's wer
must work in concert with the heed
nutritionist and other consultants.
His (her} business depends on swc-

cesgful, pmﬁlnhle cuElomers.

As part of their advisory team, Dr.
Al Harmening of Grassland Veteri-
nary Service tracks Sele-Pralle Dairy's
bivsecurity measures and herd health
status. "They"ve (the vetermary clinic)
invested in COmpuler Programs, 5o
you den't have to," Pralle noted.

Selz-Pralle noted that despite a
sound vaccination and testing pro-
gram, animals - especially new cactle -
may get sick. The stress of change,
combined with being exposed to new
viral straing may cause them to break
with a disease.

Besides vaccinating and testing,
Selz-Pralle Dairy wtilizes several
other pru::livu herd health meas-
ures. Cali’ pails - both feed and wa-
ter/milk - are sanitized with hot wa-
ter {as hot as vou can stand), soap
and chlerine, "After each feeding, we
sanitize all the calf pails. It's a matter
of healthy calves," Selz-Pralle staged.
“Sanilation it a matter of routine at
Selz-Pralle Dairy.”

Furthermore, feed refusals are not
{ed to animals less than 8 menths obd.
Maternity pens are moenitored, with
SoImeone i:|.1e:]1i.ng at least every sIx
hewrs, "IC a calf is expected, we're
there,” said Pralle.

Even though the Pralles’ reasons
for a sound bicsecurity program may
seem  somewhat selfish, they feel
gu:id.l:li.n-u like these will benefit the
entire dairy indusery. “1 think the
‘new’ true type cow will be resistant 1o
diseases,” Zelz-Pralle commented.
“iur success will be our ability o
minimize turnever (reduce the culling
rate). Simultanecusly, we want o in-
crease milk production and have more
replacements available to sell.”
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Selz-Pralle Dradry cows calve in a :-'-I.i'_m. dey and deafi-free pen,
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Having positioned the dairy as a
biosecure source of natural service
sires, the Pralles are positioning their
dairy as a source of bicsecure milk.
“Consumers need to believe that the
milk they drink is biogecure,” Selz-
Pralle stated. "It's a positien that the
entire dairy industry needs to tke”

Selz-Pralle added, “Today's market-
|.'-|.a|:-: issue is BEE Tomorrow ib may
e Crohn's Disease. When McDon-
ald's or Kraft tell their whaolesale
houses they want milk from Johne's-
test-negative farms, we'll be ready o
capitalize on that epportunice” il

Selz-Pralle’s require-
ments for purchasing
females

# Megarive Johne's ELISA test
# Tese megative for PI-BVD

» Megarive mycoplasma bulk
cank test

# Sustain low SCC
# Low level of concagious mastitis

w Interview ver{s) regarding
health starus and management
pracrices {3 routine pracrice in
the swine and poulory indus-
cries)

Health testing advantages

» Insurance - one infection can
reduce the herd’s value and crip-
ple what vears of hard work took
to achieve.

» Awareness - knowing your
herd’s status, probable causes
and correcrive measures will help
your fAne=tune your herd healch
]_'II'I:IgI.'EIT.L

» Protocols - maintaiming

. healthy prococols increases prof-

itability and deters other hacoer-
ial and/or viral transmissions.
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